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This responds to the February 23, 2007 Office Action in the above-referenced application. 

In the Office Action, the Examiner has imposed a species requirement on the pending claims, 
indicating that the prior species election requirement to which applicants have responded on 
November 22, 2006 is now vacated and replaced by a substitute species requirement, between: 

• Species A, directed to employing a solid core fiber and removable substrate material 
(claims 1-22,81); 

• Species B, directed to using a solid core fiber as the removable substrate material (claims 
23-45, 82); 

• Species C, directed to employing a swellable membrane forming material over die solid 
core (claims 44-55, 83); 

• Species D, directed to employing a solid core fiber and an ion exchange material (claims 
56-65, 84); 

• Species E, directed to using a solid core fiber and a mixture of membrane forming and 
poor forming material (claim 66-68, 85); and 

• Species F, directed to using the solid core fiber and a mixture of membrane forming 
material and reinforcing fibers (claims 71 and 86). 

In response to the Examiner's requirement under 35 U.S.C. § 121 to elect a single disclosed 
species, applicants hereby elect Species A (claims 1-22, 81). 

The Examiner has further required an identification of all claims readable on the elected species. 
Species A has been defined with reference to the appertaining claims 1-22, 81, and the claims 
readable on such species are claims 1-22 and 81. 
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It therefore is requested that examination of this application proceed, consistent with the 
foregoing election. 



INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY/ 
TECHNOLOGY LAW 
Phone: (919)419-9350 
Fax: (919)419-9354 
Attorney File No.: 4172-120 



The USPTO is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency or credit any overpayment of fees properly 
payable for this document to Deposit Account No. 08-3284 



Respectfully subi 




Steven J. Hultquist 
Reg. No. 28,021 
Attorney for Applicants 
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